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You can learn how to apply TERISSA by trying to resolve one or more funny problems visiting www.terissa.com (choose Student - TERISSAOnline).

Overall Information and Comments

TERISSA stands for Task Evaluation and Reflection Instrument for Student Self Assessment. TERISSA engages students in self-assessment of their subject knowledge whilst they are involved in active learning (preparing written submissions, resolving problems, completing home/class assignments, conducting laboratory work, etc). It is a learning and teaching tool which requires students to complete two task evaluations: one when the task is first presented, and the other after the task has been resolved.  Students then reflect on each of these evaluations and on the reasons for any discrepancy between them. This process engages students in regular reflection, provides them with valuable feedback on their learning and gradually enhances their thinking and problem solving skills. TERISSA can also provide teaching staff with feedback on student understanding of the course. 

More information on TERISSA can be found in the paper Using Task Evaluation and Reflection Instrument for Student Self-Assessment (TERISSA) To Improve Educational Assessment and Feedback (download the file BelskiTERISSAPaper.pdf) from  the Academic Downloads (www.rmit.edu.au/terissa or www.terissa.com).  
TAG (TERISSA Activity Group) united eight RMIT staff, who used TERISSA in their courses in semester two 2007. Over 600 students were involved in trialling TERISSA in their study by the TAG members: Guillermo Aranda-Mena, Anthony Bedford, Iouri Belski, Peter Burton, Jennifer Harlim, Roy Ferguson, Kourosh Kalantar-zadeh, Chi C Wong. RMIT supported TAG with a $40,500 LTIF grant.
More information on the findings of TAG TERISSA trial in semester two 2007 will be available soon at TERISSA website.
Time required to apply TERISSA: around 5 minutes per problem once well practiced.
Outcomes for the student:

· Immediate feedback on their progress in the course

· Good understanding of their course progress in comparison with other students
· Clear indication of which learning areas require immediate attention

· Development of better skills in analysing problem statements and the resources provided

· Learning an effective strategy to approach and resolve problems

· Development of better analytical and reflection skills 

Expectations:

It is expected that after using TERISSA over a three to four week period, you will adjust the TERISSA procedure to suit your own needs. Therefore the instructions illustrate a general guide for the first few weeks of TERISSA usage. 

TERISSA Procedure (General)

The following is the suggested general procedure for using TERISSA, which you need to follow while involved in active learning (resolving problems, conducting project work, preparing assignments, etc.):

Step 1. (To be conducted before you start work) 

Evaluate and record the complexity of the question, problem, assignment, etc. using the following scale: 1-very simple; 2-simple; 3-so-so; 4-difficult; 5-very difficult.  Give reasons (in writing) why you have not evaluated it as one level less difficult.

Step 2. (To be conducted when the work has been concluded)
Evaluate and record the complexity of the question, problem, assignment, etc. once again using the scale from Step 1.  Reflect (in writing) why not you have evaluated the question as one level more difficult this time. Also reflect on the reasons for any discrepancy between the original (Step 1) and the final (Step 2) evaluation and on the actions you need to undertake to become more confident with a similar task next time.

If you use a computer while resolving problems, you may copy and paste the following pro forma and enter your marks and reflections directly into it: 

PRO FORMA
Initial evaluation (Step 1)

Your mark (1 to 5):               

{Please type the reasons why you have not evaluated the question as one level less difficult here}

Final evaluation (Step 2)

Your mark (1 to 5):               

{Please type the reasons why you have not evaluated the question as one level more difficult here}

{Please type the reasons for any discrepancy between the original (Step 1) and the final (Step 2) evaluation here}

{Please type the actions you need to undertake to become more confident with a similar task next time here}

Once the usage of TERISSA has been perfected, it normally requires around 5 minutes for every problem, project or assignment considered. 
You can learn how to apply TERISSA by trying to resolve one or more funny problems visiting www.rmit.edu.au/terissa  or www.terissa.com (choose Student - TERISSAOnline).
Send your questions and comments to: iouri.belski@rmit.edu.au
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